
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Minutes of a virtual meeting of the 
Cheshire East Health and Wellbeing Board

held on Tuesday, 23rd March, 2021

PRESENT

Voting Members

Councillor Sam Corcoran (Chairman), Cheshire East Council
Councillor Kathryn Flavell, Cheshire East Council
Councillor Laura Jeuda, Cheshire East Council
Jill Broomhall, Cheshire East Council
Dr Andrew Wilson (Vice-Chairman), NHS Cheshire CCG
Clare Watson, NHS Cheshire CCG
Louise Barry, Healthwatch Cheshire
Steven Michael, Cheshire East Health and Care Partnership
Dr Patrick Kearns, Cheshire East Integrated Care Partnership
John Wilbraham, Cheshire East Integrated Care Partnership

Non-Voting Members
Lorraine O’Donnell, Cheshire East Council 

Associate Non-Voting Members
Councillor Janet Clowes, Cheshire East Council
Superintendent Peter Crowcroft, Cheshire Constabulary
Chris Hart, Cheshire East Social Action Partnership
Mike Larkin, Cheshire Fire and Rescue
Councillor Jill Rhodes, Cheshire East Council
Ged Rowney, Cheshire East Council

Cheshire East Officers and Others
George Gibson, Healthwatch Cheshire
Professor Rod Thomson, Public Health
Guy Kilminster, Corporate Manager Health Improvement
Laura Rogerson, Children Services
Roisin Beressi, Lead Team Manager
Rachel Graves, Democratic Services Officer

38 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Dr Matt Tyrer (Cheshire East Council).

39 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor S Corcoran declared a non-pecuniary interest by virtue of his 
wife being a GP.



40 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meeting held on 26 January 2021 be approved as 
a correct record.

41 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION 

There were no public speakers.

42 HEALTHWATCH CHESHIRE SURVEY: HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
DURING CORONAVIRUS 

The Board received a presentation from Louise Barry and George Gibson 
on the findings of the Healthwatch Cheshire Health and Wellbeing During 
Coronavirus survey during the period 4 May 2020 to 15 October 2020.

The presentation and report in the agenda detailed the key findings from 
the survey in areas of healthcare, mental health and wellbeing, and care.

The final results from the survey would be reported to the Board in due 
course.

RESOLVED:

That the presentation be received and noted.

43 SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITY (SEND) 
IMPROVEMENT UPDATE 

The Board considered an update on progress against the Cheshire East 
SEND Written Statement of Action, produced following the Ofsted and 
CQC inspection in March 2018.

The report set out the progress on the two areas of significant weakness 
identified by the Ofsted and CQC inspection and set out the key priorities 
for the next twelve months.

Ofsted had been due to carry out a SEND re-visit before the end of April 
2020.  However in March 2020 Ofsted had announced that all inspections 
were suspended due to the Covid pandemic.  From autumn 2020 Ofsted 
and CQC had been carrying out joint interim visits to local areas regarding 
their SEND arrangements in lieu of SEND inspections or re-visits.  It was 
understood that Ofsted and CQC were likely to re-commence SEND 
inspections and SEND re-visits  from 1 April 2021, dependant on Covid 
restrictions in place, and preparations were continuing with preparing key 
documents to evidence progress, carrying out communications and 
engagement with all stakeholders and ensuring arrangements were in 
place to respond quickly upon notification of the re-visit.



RESOLVED:  That the Health and Wellbeing Board:

1. note the update on the preparations for the SEND re-visit, and 

2. note and endorse the contents of the SEND Self-evaluation in 
Appendix 1 to the report.

44 DELAYING THE REFRESH OF THE CHESHIRE EAST 
PHARMACEUTICAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

The Board considered the proposal to postpone the Pharmaceutical 
Needs Assessment for a period of 12 months.

The NHS Pharmaceutical and Local Pharmaceutical Services Regulations 
2013 required Health and Wellbeing Boards to publish and keep updated a 
Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment for their area.  The current Cheshire 
East Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment was published in 2018 and was 
due for renewal in 2021.

The Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment could take six to twelve months to 
prepare as it went through an extensive engagement and formal 
consultation process. The current demands placed upon the Public Health 
Team and the Pharmacy profession dealing with the Covid pandemic 
meant that the capacity to review the Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment 
was not available.  It was therefore proposed that the current version 
remain live for the next twelve months and plans be put in place to work on 
the refresh from June 2021 onwards if the demands of Covid reduced.

RESOLVED:

That the Cheshire East Health and Wellbeing Board agree to the 
postponement of a revised Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment for a 
period of 12 months.

45 TERMS OF REFERENCE UPDATE 

Consideration was given to the proposed changes to the Health and 
Wellbeing Board’s terms of reference.

Following recent changes to the Council’s senior management team and 
the forthcoming introduction of the new Committee system of governance, 
changes to the wording of the membership section of the terms of 
reference were required.

RESOLVED:  That the following proposed changes to the Health and 
Wellbeing Board’s Terms of Reference be recommended to the 
Constitution Committee:



1. the Acting Director of Adult Social Services be included as a core 
voting member of the Health and Wellbeing Board and the Interim 
Director of Children’s Services as a core non-voting member.

2. the wording in paragraph 5.1 of the terms of reference regarding the 
nomination of Councillors to sit on the Health and Wellbeing Board 
be amended to read ‘will be determined by Cheshire East Council’.

3. the reference to the Scrutiny Committee be amended in paragraph 
4.6 of the terms of reference.

46 TEST, TRACE, CONTAIN, ENABLE’ UPDATE 

Professor Rod Thomson gave an update on the Test, Track, Contain and 
Enable system in Cheshire East.

He reported that since the last meeting there had been a reduction in the 
number of case, with the rate of infections hovering around 52-55 new 
cases per 100,000 in the last seven days and no new cases had been 
reported in care homes in the last two weeks.  

Schools had reopened and asymptomatic testing of pupils was being 
carried out at school for the first two weeks and then moving to home 
testing.  So far 25 schools had identified cases of covid, and action had 
been taken quickly to isolate the affected pupils.   

There have also been a few workplace outbreaks with these being initially 
identified via people being symptomatic. These have been followed up 
with the Swab Squad going into the workplace and additional testing being 
provided which had identified further cases.  The Public Health Team and 
Regulatory Services team were working with business to ensure covid 
secure procedures were in place.

The asymptomatic testing programme had been opened to wider parts of 
the community to enable workers who must attend work rather than work 
from home to be able to receive asymptomatic screening.  As part of a 
national pilot the Crewe testing site would switch to a new model, which 
would allow it to do asymptomatic testing in the morning and symptomatic 
testing in the afternoon and evening.  Also five pharmacies currently 
provided asymptomatic testing as well.

RESOLVED:

That the verbal update be noted.

47 CHESHIRE EAST PLACE PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 

The Board received an update on the Cheshire East Place Partnership 
from Steven Michael.



The Partnership had been looking at its form and purpose and at its last 
meeting had reviewed its terms of reference and memorandum of 
understanding.  There was a need for the Partnership to realign its work 
with that of the Health and Wellbeing Board, and the ICS as it developed 
and became clearer on how decisions would be made.

Following discussions on the way to take things forward, it had been 
agreed that a workshop format would be adopted, which would include all 
partners, to get a collective understanding of where it was thought the 
Partnership needed to move forward and how it fitted in within Place.

Four key areas to look at had been identified:
1. Future commissioning arrangements
2. Development of the ICS and gaining clarity of what was in/not in its 

remit
3. Sustainability of acute services, which linked to the development of 

the ICS
4. Mental health services and how they align with Place

RESOLVED:

That the verbal update be noted.

48 CHESHIRE EAST INTEGRATED CARE PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 

The Board received a verbal update on the on the Integrated Care 
Partnership.

It was reported that a development session would be held in April to 
consider the ambitions of the partners for the next 12 months and beyond 
and would include consideration of how to deliver the recovery programme 
and move out of the covid pandemic stage back to ‘business as usual’.

RESOLVED:

That the verbal update be noted.

The meeting commenced at 2.00 pm and concluded at 3.15 pm

Councillor S Corcoran (Chairman)


